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Welcometo the

TreasureHunt Bible Adventure Guide
Leader’s Handbook.

Wehave put together sometips and ideasto help you get the most
from this children’s discipleship programme.

If you have a TreasureHuntBibleread the front section carefully — this
will help you to understand why the TreasureHuntBiblewasdeveloped.
Thenreadthe Leader’s Guide and Teaching Notes well in advance
of starting your class.Dependingon the amount of time that you have
you may find that there istoo much information to get through in one
lesson.Sowe have added a Lesson Planner section in this Leader’s
Handbook. Eachlessonis divided in two to help you get the most from
the content. You can adapt this according to the time you haveto
teach, and the needs of your class.All of these aideswill help you to be
well prepared asyou lead your TreasureHunt Adventure Classes.

L eader’s Guide




General Notes — Adventure Guides — New Testament —
Units 1t0 3

There have been many requests for a TreasureHuntBible (THB)guide that can be usedin a
group or individual setting. Theaim isto take the children on ajourney through the Bible.
Therefore, we have created the TreasureHunt Bible Adventure Guide.

The TreasureHunt Bible Adventure Guideis an extension of the TreasureHunt Bible. It takes
everything we did in the THBone step further and offers six units constructed around a specific
theme. Eachunit haseight Adventures. The New Testament Adventure Guides are comprised of
3 units.

The TreasureHuntAdventureGuidecan be used in a classroom setting, at home with the family
during family devotions or informally asa devotional guide for slightly older children. Theaim
isfor the content to be interactive and adaptableto a variety of situations. It is written with the
child readerin mind but is also amanual for group leaders,teachers, parents and even older
brothers and sisters.

The same principles used in the THBareused here. EachAdventure is built on the principles
of experiential learning. Thismeansthat the material is presented in such away that children
learn by doing.Through activities,the children areled to think about the themes of the
specific Adventure,and then to practise the truths that they learnt in the lesson.

Wealsocontinue to focus on the different waysin which children learn new things and
incorporate them into their lives. Thisis done through:

— group work

— discussions

— simple explanations about Bible passagesandtruths

— problem solving

— opportunities for research

— opportunities to use various sourcesto gather information

— opportunities for hands-on,practical activities
Wehaven't forgotten that children have preferred waysof learning. Thesearetaken into

account. Weoften use a picture or pictures of the Wayees or list the name of the Wayee at the
top of the section heading. Theseareyour cluesasto the kind of learning that will take place.

About the Wayees:
b Greeny, the antelope, who loves nature hunts.

p Talky, the monkey, who learnsby talking, discussing, asking questions, telling stories and
reading with others.

p  Thinky, the elephant, who loves problems, thinking through problems and solving them.

p Ary, the meerkat, who always seespictures in her head and learnsbest by drawing,
painting and making sketchesand mind maps.

b Joinme, the hippopotamus, who is alwaysbringing people together. Shelearnsby doing
things with other people, by sharingand by working in a group.

p Inny, the tiger, who alwayshasabook with him. Helearnsby reading and writing down
what he learns.He likes to learn on his own, and he likesto set goals for himself.

p Crafty, the jaguar,who is alwayson the go. Helearnsby doing, building and inventing.
Sitting down to read abook seemslike awaste of time to this one!

p Hearty, the bear,who shows his emotions openly.You never haveto wonder what his
mood is. He alwaysfocuseson feelings, both his own and other people’s. He will always
look for the feeling behind words or deeds.

p  Hummy, the zebra, who loves music. Sheloves making music, and she learns best through
music, movement, singing and writing songs.

Theunits in this book follow the sequence of the camp sitesin the TreasureHuntBible(pages
10 & 11). The camps on the map are marked 1 to 6 (Genesisto Revelation).

For the TreasureHunt AdventureGuideswe are naming the units Old Testament Adventure
Guides1to 3 and New TestamentAdventureGuides1 to 3. You will be working with the New
Testament Units. A copy of the Campsite appearsat the back of the Adventure Guide for your
convenience. The marker shows where you are.

New Testament— Unit 1— God sendshis Son

In Unit 1 the children learn that Jesuscameto earth asahuman baby to show his followers
how to live and why he choseto die on the cross.

New Testament— Unit 2 — God’s new people

Unit 2 showsthe difference Jesus'death and resurrection made to his followers. The Holy Spirit
cameto live in them and gavethem the power to follow and obey Jesus.Healsoshowed them
how to sharethe good news about Jesuswith the restof the world.

New Testament— Unit 3 — God’s church today

Unit 3 explains that Jesus'followers are waiting for Jesusto come backto earth to take them to
heaven.In the meantime they arestill following in his footsteps, showing his love to the world
and using the gifts his Holy Spirit givesthem.
Eachunit haseight Adventures that develop the theme of the unit.
EachAdventure hasthe same structure and provides waysfor the children to participate in
variousactivities sothat they can learn by doing, aswell asfinding out more about the topic by
reading about it, discussingvariousissuessurrounding the topic and thinking about the topic.
Thenthey areled to make certain decisions regarding their life asa follower of Jesus—again
with opportunities for hands-onpractising and doing.
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Each Adventure hasthe following format:
Let’s begin

TheAdventure begins with afun activity to introduce the topic and alsoto get the children
thinking about some of the issuesthat will be raised.

Ready, steady, go
Thisis a discussion or explanation basedon the activity the children have just done. Theyare
led to reflect on what they learnt and think about what they experienceddoing the activity.

Let’s talk
Thisis the link between the activity and the Scripture reading. Questions are askedand
information sharedsothat the children begin to think about the things that this Adventure will
bring to their attention.

Let’s read the Bible

The THBaimis to help children to personally engage with God’sWord from ayoung age.
Readingthe Bible is the heart of each Adventure. God speaksto each child through hisWord.
Thereare questions and explanations that lead the child to discover related truths and factsin
God's Word.

Let’s understand
Thissection is usually a discussionto make surethat the children understand what the
Scriptureportion is all about. It helpsto bring the truths of the Adventure to their attention.

Let's do it
Thesearefun activities with a purpose. Theactivities ensurethat the truths taught in the
Adventure are understood and accepted. The children practise or apply what they learnt, or do
an activity that demonstrateswhat they learnt.

Thereare three types of activities.

Eachtype has anicon for easyidentification.
Group activity — forusein aclassroomor Sundayschool setting. Most of them will also
work in afamily setting.
Family activity —for usein afamily setting. Somewill work in agroup setting too.
Individual activity —forthe child to do asafollow-up at home.

Note that the activities are interchangeable. Ateacher/group leader can usethem asneeded.

Story time
Who doesn't love a story?Each Adventure hasa story that can be linked to its theme. It can be
readto the group or individually. It can alsobe retold by the teacher/group leader.
We have chosen stories from all over the world. Thiswill exposechildren to different cultures
and add to the senseof adventure.
Discussion of the story andits link to the theme is encouraged.
Giveeachchild an opportunity to saywhat they like or do not like, what inspiresthem, and
how the story movesthem.
Map of the world. A fun map isincluded sothat the children canplot their journey aroundthe
world asthey read the stories each week. Seethe map at the back of each unit.

Let’'s pray
In this section the children are progressively taught about prayer. Variousideas and approaches
to prayer are shared.The children learn that prayer is talking to God asone talks to a friend.
Theylearn that prayer is also about listening to what God wants to sayto them. The prayer
is often linked to Scripture sothat the underlying goal of Scripture engagement is always
strengthened.

Let’s live it
Everything that the children heard, read and learnt hasto become a part of their lives. In this
section they reflect on what they learnt. Theyare then encouraged to make some decisionson
how they will live out what they learnt in their everydaylives.

Teaching Notes

TheTeaching Notes help you to prepare for the class.Under each Adventure, you will find a list
of items that you need to bring to classfor the activities.

Activity Sheets

At the backof eachunit you will find pictures, patterns and other information the children will
need sothat they can do the activities.



Unit 1God sendshis Son

Teaching goals

God comesto us

Jesusbrings joy

Jesustells us about God’skingdom
Jesusis always ready to help
Jesusis all-powerful

Jesuskeeps his children safe
Jesusis our Saviour

8. Jesusisour King
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Thisunit is about God’splan of salvation for everyone who believesin him. God cameto usin
the form of his SonJesusto teach us about his kingdom and to demonstrate his great love for
us by giving up his life. EveryAdventure in this unit will highlight adifferent aspectof Jesus'life
and ministry.

Adventureisets the scene by discussingthe day God became a human baby.

Thechildren discover that Jesuswasa human being just like them and knows exactly what it is
like to be human. Heunderstands them. Theyalso discover something about his childhood and
how he obeyed his parents.

Adventure 2 isabout the joy and happiness and peaceof God'skingdom. (Thisis a
recurring theme in this unit.) In this Adventure they find out about the wedding in Cana,where
Jesusaddedto the people’shappinessby turning water into wine and celebrating with them.

Adventure 3isabout God’skingdom.The children find out that it isimportant to obey the
laws of God’'skingdom. They learn that the laws of God’skingdom are different from any other
laws. Theyare all about loving God and loving others.

Adventure 4 showsJesuscaringdeeply about people. Thechildren find out how he
helped people by giving them food and using a smallchild to help him. Thischild reminds
children to havefaith, to offer themselvesto God,to share,to give whatever they have and to
receive many blessingsin the process.

Adventure 5 isabout Jesusipower asit is demonstrated by his miracles. The children
discover that Jesusonly did miraclesto help people, never for any other reason.His miracles
showed his power, but especially also his love. Theylearn that he isthe Lord of the universe and
that he holds them in his hand.

Adventure 6 isabout learning that Jesusisthe good shepherd. Theylearn about the work
of shepherds.Thechildren are led to experience the feelings of safety and comfort that comes
from knowing that they arechildren of God.

Adventure 7 isabout thinking of Jesus'sacrificeon the cross.Thefocus is on his love for us
and his willingness to pay for our sinsby giving up his life for us.

Adventure 8 isabout sharing the joy of Jesus'resurrection. They also discuss his last
instruction to his followers aswell ashis promise that he would alwaysbe with his followers.

Unit 2 God’s new people
Teaching goals
An exciting beginning
Loving and obeying
Enemies wake up
Everyoneis welcome
An enemy’s life is changed
Everyoneis important
Thechurch grows
Paulshows and tells
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After Jesus'resurrection he went back to his Father,but sent his Spirit to live in his followers.
Jesus'followers became his church. Thisunit describesthe beginning of the church, andthe
way the Spirit helped them and gavethem power to spread the good news about Jesusfar
and wide.

Adventure 1 isabout the coming of the Holy Spiritand how he gavehis followers power.
Asaresult of their words and joy many people became believers.Children learn that the Spirit
alsolivesin them and givesthem courage to follow Jesusand love for his people.

Adventure 2 isabout the first Christians,and that Jesus'followers are alwaysrecognised by
their love for God and their love for one another. Theydiscusswaysto show their love for God
and for one another.

Adventure 3 showsthat asthe number of Jesusfollowersincreasedso did the number of
their enemies.Theydiscover that the believers chose to obey God, not the people who wanted
them to keep quiet about Jesus,andthat the Spirit gave them courage and took away their
fear. Children think about waysin which believers are persecuted today.

Adventure 4 isabout discovering that God didn’t intend there to be any discrimination at
all in the church. Everyonewho believesin Jesusis part of the church. Theylook at the story of
Peterand Cornelius,and how God told Peterthat he treats everyone the same.

Adventure 5 helpsthe children think more about how everyone who believesin Jesusis
part of the church, this time focussingon the fact that it does not matter what they did before
they became believers.Theyfind out how God changes people by looking at Paul'sconversion.

Adventure 6 looks at the role of anonymous believerswho are willing to obey the Lord and
do what he tellsthem to do without worrying about their own safety or happiness.Becauseof
them, the church grew rapidly, and becauseof them the church still grows. Children examine
the role of anonymous believersin Paul'slife, and think about their own role as part of Jesus’
church.

Adventure 7 showshow the church continued to grow beyond the borders of Judea
becausemany apostles were willing to go wherever the Lord sentthem. Thechildren alsofind
out that suffering is part of every believer’slife.

Adventure 8 isabout Paul'sexample. The children find out more by looking at Paul’s
adventuresin a prison in the town Philippi. Paul’slife and deeds were his greatest testimony,
and children think about living in suchaway that their actions, words and attitude point to
Jesus.



Unit 3 The churchtoday
Teaching goals 0 I

Jesusis coming back

Jesussent his Spirit

Jesusgave his followers a job
Jesus'ollowers love one another
JesusTollowers wear armour
Jesus'ollowers receive gifts
JesusTollowers are like a body

8. Looking forward to going home
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Thelast unit is about the church of today. Jesus'followersare still relying on the power of the
Holy Spirit in them, still working to obey Jesus'instruction to spreadthe good news about his
salvationall over the world, and still waiting for him to come back. In this unit the children will
discover how they should live aspart of the church while waiting for Jesus’return.

Adventure 1 isabout discovering more about Jesus’promiseto come back. Theydiscuss
what we know about that day, and focuson one of the waysthey can spend time asthey wait
— by getting to know God through hisWord.

Adventure 2 is about discovering more about the work of the Holy Spiritin their lives. They
alsoget some practise in learning to listen to his voice.

Adventure 3 isabout discovering more about Jesus’commandto spreadthe good news of
his salvation all overthe world. Theylearn what they can do in their situation, and how one part
of spreading the good newsiis living a life of obedience to the Lord. Theyget some practise in
becoming more like Jesus.

Adventure 4 isabout discovering more about Jesus'commandto love one another, and
that they can only do that by allowing the Spirit to grow his fruit in their lives. Theydiscussthe
meaning of the different kinds of spiritual fruit they areto bear.

Adventure 5 isabout discovering that Jesus'followershave special armour to protect them
againsttheir enemies and they learn how they can put on their armour.

Adventure 6 isabout discovering the variousgifts of the Spirit, with the focus on those
gifts that arerelevant to the children. Theyalsolearn more about the greatest gift of all —love.

Adventure 7 isabout discovering what it meansto saythat the church is Christ'sbody.
Theylearn that they have a specific job in the church, ajob that only they can do.

Adventure 8 isabout the believers’forever home, and the children discover afew good
things about that home.

Notes




Unit 1 New Testament; God sendshis Son

List of Adventures

God comesto us

Jesusbrings joy

Jesustells us about God’skingdom
Jesusis always ready to help
Jesusis all-powerful

Jesuskeeps his children safe
Jesusis our Saviour

8. Jesusis our King
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God comes to us. Thisunit is about God’splan of salvation for everyone who believes in him.
God cameto us in the form of his SonJesusto teach us about his kingdom and to demonstrate
his great love for usby giving his life. EveryAdventure in this unit will highlight adifferent
aspect of Jesus'life and ministry.

Adventure 1 God comesto us

Adventure 1 setsthe sceneby discussing the day God became ahuman baby. Children
discover that Jesuswasa human being just like them. He knows exactly what it is like to be
human. He understands them. Theyalso discover something about his childhood and his
obedience to his parents.

Preparation for Adventure 1 class

Eachchild will need:
their copy of the TreasureHuntBible
acopy of Unit 1 of the THBAdventure Guide: God sendshisson
apencil, eraser,crayons and felt-tip pens

Let’s begin

Party Planner —you will find an examplein the Activitiessection on page 54.
Youwill need:

b asheetof paper for eachchild in the group

p extracrayonsor felt-tip pens for decorating

Let’'s do it

Group activity

Youwill need:

p aboxin which to put the objects/drawings listed below

b baby clothing, straw, amodel of a manger, a star, a shepherd’s crook, adonkey, a sheep or
some wool, a purple cloth, a smallgift-wrapped box, something gold like aring, incense,a
camel, an angel, acrown

If these aren’t easyfor you to find, let each child draw one item in the list above.

Family activity
Group and Family Activities are usually interchangeable. If you decide to do this asa Group
activity, you will needto do the following preparation.
Theweek before the activity askthe children to bring photos of when they were babies. Tell
them to asktheir parents/care givers about their birth and baby yearssothat they can share
the storiesin the group.
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Individual activity
Eachweek encourage the children to do the Individual activity at home asa follow-up and to
remind them of everything they learnt in class.

Advanceplanning for Adventure 2

Let’s do it (Group or Family Activity)

Both activities will require the children to bring a small snackto class.

Adventure 2 Jesusbrings joy

Adventure 2 isabout the joy, happiness and peace of God’'skingdom.

(Thisis arecurring theme in this unit.) In this Adventure the children find out about the
wedding in Cana,where Jesusaddedto the people’s happinessby turning water into wine and
celebratingwith them.

Preparation for Adventure 2 class
Eachchild will need:
their copy of the TreasureHuntBible
acopy of Unit 1 Adventure Guide:God sendshisSon
apencil, eraser,crayonsand felt-tip pens

Let’s begin

Youwill need:

p drinking straws,cotton balls or ping pong balls, paper plates, bag of raisins, refuse bags,
balloons

p ice creamand cones

Presenteach child with an‘lce CreamTorch’for participating in the FunOlympics.

If this is difficult to arrange,you cangive the children another small treat asa prize.

Make sure every child receives a prize.

Let’'s do it

Group activity
Theweekbefore thisactivity, askthe children the to bring snacksalongto give awayto other people.

Family activity

If you chooseto do this asa Group activity, you will alsoneed

b asmallsnackfor each child

Poolthe snacksthat you've askedthem to bring sothat everyone shares.

Adventure 3 Jesustells us about God’s kingdom

Adventure 3 is about God’'skingdom. The children find out that the laws of God’skingdom are
different from any other laws.Theylearn that it isimportant to obey the kingdom’s laws.The
laws of God’skingdom areall about loving God and loving others.

Preparation for Adventure 3 class
Eachchild will need:
their copy of the TreasureHuntBible
acopy of Unit 1 Adventure Guide:GodsendshisSon
apencil, eraser,crayonsand felt-tip pens
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