
Dear Friend,

It’s hard for us to imagine not having ready and immediate access to God’s 
Word. But this is the daily reality for millions living in some of the world’s 
hardest places. This reality is what we call Bible Poverty.

Today and every day, there are children growing up without ever having 
seen a Bible or hearing about God’s great love for them. We see rising 
generations of young people, unengaged and unaware of this great hope of 
the Gospel. We see entire unreached communities, outside the influence 
of the Gospel because of illiteracy or persecution. They can’t—or aren’t 
allowed to—read God’s Word.

And even for those with access to Scripture, it’s often difficult to 
understand because it was translated a century or more ago and is 
now beyond reach for most readers—full of archaic language that no 
longer conveys the original meaning of the text. Worst of all, obsolete 
translations can cause readers to under-engage, robbing them of the joy 
that comes with discovering the life-giving principles—and promises—in 
the Bible.

Biblica exists to end these Bible Poverty needs. We are steadfast in our 
commitment to reach the unengaged, unchurched, and unwanted. We 
accept God’s call to radical generosity, going all in to provide unrestricted 
access to some of the most widely read and trusted Scripture resources 
in history. By offering access to Scripture in a host of trailblazing ways—in 
print, audio, and online—we enable those on the margins to engage with 
the Bible, leading to hope, healing, and transformed lives.

Our hope here resonates with the hopes of the Old Testament prophet 
Isaiah, “so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting people  
may know there is none besides me. I am the Lord, and there is no other”  
(Isaiah 45:6, niv).

At Biblica, we believe the whole world should have access to God’s Word in a language and 
format they can easily understand—so all will know the love of Jesus Christ. It’s why we’ve 
been pioneering how to engage people with the Gospel for more than 200 years. And why 
today, we’re partnering with friends like you to make the Bible even more accessible to more 
people, in more places, than ever before.
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Although Matt and Danielle Forté, 
Biblica’s new global advocates, had 
to postpone their trip to Colombia 
due to the pandemic, the work 
of launching Reach4Life in South 
America continued. Thanks to your 
response to a generous match, we 
were able to share Reach4Life books 
and training resources with excited 
youth leaders! Your support:

Raised $26,323

Which became $52,646  
when matched

To provide 10,529 Reach4Life books 
for young people!

Thank you for helping this crucial 
movement expand into a new part of 
the world so that more young people 
can discover God’s love for them and 
His plan for their lives.

THANK YOU 
FOR GROWING 
REACH4LIFE!

SO ALL 
WILL KNOW

With Him. 
Through You. 
For the 
World.
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SUPPORTING FIRST RESPONDERS

YOU’RE BRINGING HOPE 
IN HARD PLACES  
Your support is going  
where others will not go

LEAVE A LEGACY AND PROVIDE FOR YOUR FAMILY!
“Today could 
truly be that 
officer’s last day 
on earth. We 
want them to 
put their trust in 
Jesus Christ!”
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“This is the message 
we transmit to the 

young. Life goes on, 
Christ is with us, and 
with this Reach4Life 

we will know Him 
even more.”

Jake Skifstad is a former law enforcement officer who responded to 
several active shooter calls. After a 2015 incident in which the shooter 
was armed with a rifle and an officer lost his life, Jake began to think 
about the number of times first responders are called into these 
situations with body armor that won’t protect them from a rifle. 

Knowing that many law enforcement agencies and first responders are 
also underfunded, Jake founded a charity called Shield616 to provide 
up-to-date protective gear free of charge—and to replace it every five 
years to ensure that it remains effective.

But like you, Jake knows that physical protection isn’t enough. He’s 
had to fire on a suspect to save a fellow officer. He’s seen colleagues 
whose lives were destroyed by stress and by the guilt of having to 
respond with deadly force. 

“We expect to be in tough situations,” Jake says, “but the goal is 
to end it peacefully every time. We don’t want to harm people; 

we’re called peace officers for a reason. But there 
are situations where that’s not going to be 

the result. Individuals force our hand.

“It’s not like Hollywood where 
everyone is a hero at the end, 

Mentoring Young Pastors in Venezuela

Venezuela may be one of our world’s most troubled nations today. 
Governmental strife has brought much of the economy to a standstill. 
Basic services like electricity and water are often shut off. Humanitarian 
aid is rare. Violence is not.

Yet through Biblica and our local partners, you are there offering hope in the 
midst of the crisis.

So many people have fled the country looking for a better life that churches are 
facing a serious leadership shortage. In the city of San Cristobal, a group of more 
than 150 pastor’s children have stepped forward to help fill the gap. 

Siblings Jose and Paola, both in their mid-20s, are a good example. Their father 
appointed them to serve their church’s teens, ages 12–16. The new pastors attended a 
Biblica Reach4Life training session with their peers and learned how to use Reach4Life to help 
answer young people’s most pressing questions. And thanks to you, more than 2,000 Reach4Life 
books have been distributed to 300 churches in and around San Cristobal.

These young pastors are excited to see how God will use Reach4Life in their church. Jose and 
Paola say, “We can’t wait to start a group. This is practical, simple, and easy to teach. Here we 
are living the faith that we can only find in Christ. There are not many material things, but we 
have faith and security that one day everything will change. This is the message we transmit to 
the young. Life goes on, Christ is with us, and with this Reach4Life we will know Him even 
more. Thanks to Biblica for this biblical resource that will help us to have more self-
esteem as Venezuelans.”

Baptizing Prisoners in Argentina

In Argentina, your support is reaching men in prison through an ambitious 
new program using our Libre Entre Rejas (Free on the Inside) Bible, tailored 
for the needs of incarcerated people. 

The pilot program was launched two years ago in San Rafael prison, 
with a population of 445 inmates. Nearly half of them now gather with a 
team of 35 chaplains to study Free on the Inside. Last year, 96 men were 
baptized, and this spring, another 102 were baptized! The goal is to expand 
this program nationwide, distributing 100,000 copies of Free on the Inside in 
the next five years.

and you don’t see officers struggling. You don’t see what they 
go through after. We’re not robots. We have emotions and 
feelings.”

That’s why he asked Biblica to make a custom Thin Blue Line Bible, and 
thanks to caring people like you, he’s able to include one with every set 
of protective gear.

“Jesus tells us in Matthew 10:8, ‘Freely you have received; freely 
give.’ That’s how I want Shield616 to be,” Jake explains. “We 
exist to make Kingdom impacts by protecting and serving those 
who serve and protect. And having those Bibles donated to us 
helps a lot. We find in the moment the officer receives his or her 
vest, their hearts are open to our mission.

“Our partnership with Biblica is so important because the 
special Thin Blue Line cover helps officers to be comfortable 
with it and make it an accepted item to have in the police car 
or police station. We now have officers providing Bibles for 
other officers. Our hope is that an officer will also have a chance 
to plant a seed when they ‘get caught’ with the Bible by another 
officer who asks what it is.

“Officers need this protective gear today, but far more 
important, they need Jesus today. The reality of law 
enforcement is dangerous, and today could truly be that 
officer’s last day on earth. We want our officers to put their 

trust in the ultimate protector and provider of hope, Jesus 
Christ!”

You know the profound impact that engaging with 
God’s Word can have on anyone’s life. Through our 

partners at Shield616, your generous support is 
bringing spiritual hope and encouragement to the 
people who run toward danger when everyone 
else is running away. Thank you for equipping 
ministries like this across the Americas and 
around the world!

In the United States, your gifts help heroes stand strong

Do you want to leave a significant legacy gift to share God’s Word around the world, but need to provide for your family in the here 
and now? Charitable Gift Annuities and Charitable Remainder Trusts allow you to do both!

Annuities and Trusts provide immediate and future tax deductions, regular income for your family, and a legacy gift for Biblica 
and other charities. To learn more, visit biblica.com/donate/ways-to-give. Or, contact Larry Chinn, Biblica’s Legacy Manager, at 
719.867.2624 or plannedgiving@biblica.com. Your conversation will be confidential and without obligation.


