
At Biblica, we believe the whole world should have access to God’s Word in a language 
and format they can easily understand—so all will know the love of Jesus Christ. It’s why 
we’ve been pioneering how to engage people with the Gospel for more than 200 years. 
And why today, we’re partnering with friends like you to make the Bible even more 
accessible to more people, in more places, than ever before.
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There are few things more heartbreaking than a newly planted church 
filled with excited new believers that stumbles, and falls, and fails. Why 
does it happen?

All too often, especially in isolated areas and marginalized communities, 
it’s from the lack of just one thing: the Word of God. Bibles may be 
too expensive for more than a few church members to own, or the 
only available Bibles are in their second or even third language. Or the 
translation they’re using is an outdated version that may just as well 
be in a foreign language—picture a church of American 20-somethings 
struggling their way through the King James Version without access to 
the internet.

Understanding and engaging with the Bible is as crucial to the life of a 
church as it is to the life of every individual believer. As Psalm 1:3 says, a 
church immersed in God’s Word is “like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever 
they do prospers” (niv).

But churches without the Word struggle against the weeds of error, as 
in the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13. That’s why I’m so grateful 
for your radical generosity in breaking down obstacles to God’s Word 
through your prayers and gifts. 

You supply Bibles to our partner ministries who take them into poverty-
stricken areas and refugee camps, where people could never hope to 
afford a copy of their own. And you accelerate easy-to-understand 
translations for people of all languages, ages, and backgrounds. Thanks to 
you, more new church plants will have what they need to grow and thrive!

Geof Morin 
President/CEO  
Biblica – The International Bible Society

As you know, many nations today 
are closed to the Gospel, which 
makes owning a Bible dangerous. 
Our brothers and sisters in these 
nations are courageous in their faith, 
but “covert Bibles” can help make it 
safer to read and share the Word.

For example, this Bible looks 
exactly like a blank notebook … but 
hold it under a black light, and the 
Word of God appears.

Your support for Biblica means we 
can work with ministry partners to 
produce and distribute covert Bibles 
in some of the world’s most difficult 
places. Thank you for encouraging 
Christians who live under the 
constant threat of persecution!

WHAT’S A 
“COVERT BIBLE”?
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THE BOOK ON THE BUS

REACHING NIGERIA’S 
YOUTH: NEW IGBO 
TRANSLATION!

JOIN THE LEGACY CLUB! 

His Royal Highness Igwe Anthony Ogbodo Okorie is concerned 
about the future of Igbo youth in Nigeria. “Right now, many youth 
are joining terrible groups and cults, and the young men don’t like 
to go to school. You have atrocities here and there. It’s a problem 
for community leaders and the government. Even when they go to 
church you can see their behavior is atrocious.”

Nearly two-thirds of Nigeria’s population is under the age of 24, so 
finding ways to reach young people is essential to the future of the Nigerian 
church and the nation. And in November 2019, Biblica supporters like you 
gave churches a new tool—the New Testament in the contemporary Igbo 
language. More than a decade in the making, this new translation will let 30 million 
Igbo speakers study God’s Word for themselves.

Youth pastor Revd. Joseph Okorie Agu is excited about the impact, and that the new 
translation is available through the YouVersion app. “Many young people will not even go 
to church with the Bible, now that the phone has come,” he says. “But if we have a Bible 
they can understand, they will be studying it. Then when they see things happen in the 
world around them, it will be very easy for them to have understanding.”

“The original Bible in Igbo we have had is far beyond most people,” says missionary 
Mrs. Chinyelu Obikwelu. “But with this new contemporary Igbo Bible, you don’t 
need to explain it to people. They will explain it to you, and tell you what they got 
from it.”

“The new translation will help them have a deeper understanding of the Word of 
God,” His Royal Highness says gladly.

We are grateful to the many Biblica supporters whose generosity over the last 
15 years made this new launch possible. And please join us in a special thank-
you to River Pointe Church in Texas for being one of the primary donors to the Igbo 
translation. Pray that the Old Testament, now being checked by native speakers for 
readability and accuracy, will be ready for release this year!

They took copies of Biblica’s Luke Explained 
resource in Arabic and rode on local buses, 
using the books as a way to engage people 
in conversation. Luke Explained contains 
the Gospel of Luke with notes that answer 
common questions many educated Muslims 
have about the Bible.

Mina had never done anything like this 
before. He was too nervous to speak to 
anyone, but left his copy of Luke Explained  
on a seat, trusting God to use it.

A few months later, Mina went to a new 
converts meeting at his church because he 

loves to hear people tell about how they found 
Christ. A man named Ahmed got up to speak.

Ahmed explained that on his way home from 
work one day, he noticed a book on the bus 
seat near him. He picked it up out of curiosity 
and began to read. Ahmed quickly saw it was 
a Christian book, but it spoke to him so much 
that he took it home. He began to read it in 
secret and believe what it said about Christ. 
He did not dare to let anyone in his family see 
it, because they were zealous Muslims.

One day, Ahmed left the house after 
forgetting to hide the book. Remembering, he 
hurried home to put it into his desk drawer … 
but it was gone.

Ahmed was afraid. He thought about asking his 
family what happened to the book but was too 

worried about what they might say or do. 

A few days later, the book reappeared on 
his desk, and nothing was said. Hopeful 

now, Ahmed 
began to 

leave the 
book 

An amazing story of how God uses faithful hearts
Mina and his friends wanted to reach the people in their community with the Good News of Christ—something that isn’t 
always easy or safe to do in Egypt. 

When you include Biblica in your will or estate plan through a bequest, donor-advised fund, gift annuity, or charitable trust, 
you become a member of our Legacy Club—a valued group whose faithfulness will accelerate the work of taking God’s Word 
to the world for decades to come. As a member of the Legacy Club, you’ll receive insider information on what God is doing 
around the world through your commitment. You’ll also receive special opportunities to hear from Biblica leadership and see 
the impact of your support for yourself!

Learn more about becoming a Legacy Club member now at Biblica.com. Or contact our planned giving team at 
plannedgiving@biblica.com or 800.987.3595. We would love to talk to you about making an impact far into the future.

“So is my word 
that goes out from my 

mouth: It will not return 
to me empty, but will 

accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose 

for which I sent it.” 
—Isaiah 55:11, niv

A new outreach tool for 
the church, thanks to you

out in the open. Many times it disappeared 
and reappeared, yet still no one said a word.

This gave Ahmed the courage to speak to 
his family about the book, and they began 
discussing it together. Eventually, the whole 
family came to faith in Christ thanks to a 
book left on the seat of a bus.

Listening to the story, Mina realized that 
Ahmed’s copy of Luke Explained had to be 
the one he had left on the seat when he was 
too shy to speak. That day, God showed 
Mina in a mighty way that He could use 
even Mina’s silence to build His Kingdom, 
as long as Mina was faithful. 

God is using your faithfulness to build His 
Kingdom across the Muslim world through 
Biblica resources like Luke Explained, even 
in nations where the Gospel has to be 
kept “underground.” And as you may 
have heard, a $50,000 match from some 
generous friends is doubling every gift 
we receive for ministry in Muslim nations 
until April 30.

To have your gift matched, simply return a 
check with the words “Muslim World” on 
the memo line in the envelope provided! 

Thank you for sending God’s Word into 
places where it is not always welcome and 
providing resources for Christians like Mina 
to reach out to their neighbors.

Mina had never  
done anything like this 

before. He was too nervous 
to speak to anyone, but 

left his copy of Luke 
Explained on a seat, 

trusting God to use it.

“With this new 
contemporary Igbo  

Bible, you don’t need to 
explain it to people. They 

will explain it to you, 
and tell you what they  

got from it.”  
—Mrs. Chinyelu 

Obikwelu
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